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About this class:

“Historically, the process by which the bourgeoisie became in the course of the eighteenth century the
politically dominant class was masked by the establishment of an explicit, coded and formally egalitarian
juridical framework, made possible by the organization of a parliamentary, representative regime. But the
development and generalization of disciplinary mechanisms constituted the other, dark side of these
processes. The general juridical form that guaranteed a system of rights that were egalitarian in principle
was supported by these tiny, evel‘yday, physica] mechanisms, by all those systems of micro-power that are
essentially non-egalitarian and asymmetrical that we call the disciplines.”

Michel Foucault, Discipline and Punish

In this class, we will examine together what makes a nation through its defining moments.
Each of these deﬁning moments 1s an attempt at creating norms, and each of these norms
creates margins. Through these margins, we will aim to show relevant trends in French
identity that continue to influence the debate of what constitutes “France” and “the French”.
Our reflection will bear on the dynamics of French society, popular culture, the arts and
sciences, historical events and figures, regional identity, and current political and intellectual
debates. Through a survey of texts, literary and historical, and a survey of visual sources, we
will learn about the interaction of gender, race, and language in France, and how they came
to express a traditional French identity, and the path through which this identity is fast
changing these past decades. Our class will cover a range of sources, linked all by their
descriptions of women'’s bodies: sick and healthy bodies, linguistically homogenous bodies,
sexual bodies, radicalized bodies. From the 19th century to 2019, what does it mean then to
be French?



Grade breakdown:




DOs and DO NOTs (or my pet peeves):

Do: cite short quotes from the text; be on time; double-space; read your material.

Do NOT: misattribute citations, or use long ones to make up for your lack of work; be more than 15
minutes late; use also at the beginning of sentences, start your sentences with “aussi” (don’t. Really.).

The long story (how this class works):

First, a warning: some of the material we will !‘
study is PG-13 to NC-17, and contains mentions ]‘
of violence, and/or nudity. I did my PhD at Brown

! University, in Providence, RI.

How the week will go: Every week you will be
assigned readings or pictures to analyze in this class, I work on nineteenth and
and T expect you to do this work, and take notes while || twentieth-century literature and

you are doing it so you can discuss things with your | history, and specifically on travel
colleagues. literature and colonization.

Depending on the week, you might be asked to do a | My office is in University Hall }

reading response or a research paper. '310F and I am generally there
every day, and I will happily sit

I expect every one of your assignments to be yours, down to chat, preferably in the
and timely.(see aside “About Me”). You are very ' early afternoon.
welcome to ask me beforehand to give a quick look, or

answer questions about your papers, but no one else I collect cameras. My oldest is |
is supposed to help you (beyond of course a librarian | from the 1880s, and I have over |
if they help you for research). 100 of them.

For each hour in class you should expect about the [ Be aware that once I have set a |
same of work. For each written assignment (and blog { deadline, if you give me your
posts if applicable), I will give you extensive feedback. || paper after that, you run the risk
Read it: if I find twice the same error, I am likely to of not getting it back until the end |
be more impatient with it the second time around. | of the semester, which will be a §
hindrance to your progress —your |
If you need help with your French: come see me! choice.

But also you can buy the great Grammar
progressive du Frangais ave 600 exercices, which has |
self-corrected grammar exercises and reminders

If you would like to learn more
about my research and past
teachings, feel free to stop by at
that are very very helpful at your level. It's J} acsieffert.wordpress.com ‘

published by CLE and is very cheap.



http://acsieffert.wordpress.com
http://acsieffert.wordpress.com

Fine print (the rules):

By taking this class, you abide by three codes:




Calendar for the semester

Assignment to be done

before class

Week 1:
January
16

January
18

Week 2:
January
21-23-25

First day of class: introduction to
class, syllabus. “What does it
mean to be French?”

The French language and the
Revolution

Women’s bodies during the
French Revolution: hyper-
sexualization and political power.

Jan. 18: Lire le rapport Grégoire,

introduction.

1) Chercher tous les mots de
vocabulaire inconnus.

2) Préparer une liste de trois
questions sur le texte pour
discuter avec vos collegues

3) Lire Genese 11, 1-9: https://
www.biblegateway.com/

passage/?
search=Genesis+11&version=

NIV

January 21: Marie-Antoinette text
(see online on BB, Course
Documents, read pp 1-13+Lettre a
Marie-Antoinette in link)

January 23: Olympe de Gouges
(see online on BB, Course
Documents)

January 25: Philippe Pinel,
hysteria (see online BB, Course
Documents)

Januar
y 24 is
the last
day to
add/
drop
classes


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+11&version=NIV

Week 3:
January
28-30
February

Week 4:
February
4-6-8

January 30: Reading reaction 1
due.

Women’s rights, representation of
femininity and masculinity

Medical Paris, Paris capital of the
19th century

Assignment to be done

before class

January 28:

For the reading reaction, give your
impression of the following text:
https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/
Code_civil des Francais 1804/
Texte_entier

Read only articles 7 to 10, 212 to
226, and 393. Ester means effectuer
une action en justice, tester means
to testify in the way it is used in
articles 212-226

January 30: Read chapter VI of
Madame Bovary by Flaubert. (see
Course Documents)

February 1: Read chapter VII of
Madame Bovary by Flaubert

February 4 to 8: Read the article
on hysteria and theater/cinema by
Rae Beth Gordon: From Charcot to
Charcot (see course documents)


https://fr.wikisource.org/wiki/Code_civil_des_Fran%C3%A7ais_1804/Texte_entier

Week 5:
February
11-13-15

Week 6:
February
18-20-22

Research paper February 18
Human Zoos
Racial Sciences

Racial science
Ethnography

Assignment to be done

before class

Feb 11: Watch the ARTE
documentary on human zoos
Email the subject you’d like to
tackle for your research essay, by
midnight today.

Feb 13: Listen to Pascal
Blanchard’s interview.

Feb. 15: Start working on your
essay: list all the sources you would
like to work on, and some of the
possible critical sources. Think
about three or four ideas within
your theme that you would like to
discuss.

February 18: First draft of the
essay

February 20: Georges Cuvier,
Variétés de la race humaine, in Le
régne animal, extraits

https://books.google.com/books?

id=H9sTAAAAQAAJ&printsec=
frontcover&hl=fr#v=onepage&q
=neégre&f=falseArthur

February 22: Arthur de Gobineau,
Essai sur l'inégalité des races
humaines, extraits.


https://books.google.com/books?id=H9sTAAAAQAAJ&printsec=frontcover&hl=fr#v=onepage&q=n%C3%A8gre&f=falseArthur

Assignment to be done

before class

Week 7:
February
25-27
March 1

Week 8:
March
4-6-8

Week 9:
March
11-13-15

Racial Sciences
Ethnography

March 8: in class reading reaction

Racial science/Revolutions

NO CLASSES

February 25: Read Olympe
Audouard on Native Americans
(extraits en ligne).

Feb. 27: Jane Dieulafoy, 4 Suse,
extraits.

March 1: Thérese Bentzon on the
Hampton Institute (extraits en
ligne)

March 4: Siren of the Tropics,

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=LaPNIxz -V8

March 6: Brazza ou l’épopée du
Congo

March 8: In class reading
reaction

Watch Cleo de 5 a 7 on Kanopy
(a film by Agnés Varda)

Midter
m

estimat
e d
grades
due on
March
8

(Happy
Interna
tional
Women
’s Day!)

Enjoy

Spring
break!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LaPNIxz_-V8

Assignment to be done

before class

Week
10:
March
18-20-22

Week 11:
March
25-27-29

Week
12:
April
1-3-5

Oral Exam on March 22

Revolutions part II: women’s
rights

Revolutions Part II: Women’s
Rights

Revolutions Part II: Women’s
Rights

March 18: Extraits, Simone de
Beauvoir, Le deuxieme sexe, https://

ocw.mit.edu/courses/global-
studies-and-languages/21g-311-
introduction-to-french-culture-

spring-2014/readings/
MIT21G 311S14 Extrait de.pdf,

March 20: Discours a l'assemblée
nationale en faveur de
[’avortement, Simone Veil, extraits.
Manifeste des 343, le MLF

March 22: Oral exam The oral
exam will be on your analysis of
one of the following movies:
Brazza, or Agnés Varda’s L’une
danse, ’autre pas, or Cleo de 5 a 7

March 25: Violette Leduc, Thérese
et Isabelle extraits

March 27: Violette Leduc, Thérese
et Isabelle extraits

March 29: Violette Leduc, Thérese
et Isabelle extraits
April 1: Violette Leduc, Thérese et

Isabelle extraits

April 3: Violette Leduc, Thérese et
Isabelle extraits

April 5: Héléne Cixous, Le
Portrait de Dora, piece de théatre

Last
day to
add/
drop
second
module
March
21

Last
day to
withdra
w from
full
semeste
r April
2


https://ocw.mit.edu/courses/global-studies-and-languages/21g-311-introduction-to-french-culture-spring-2014/readings/MIT21G_311S14_Extrait_de.pdf

Assignment to be done

before class

Week
13:
April
8-10-12

Week
14:
April
15-17-19

Week
15:
April
22-24-26

Research paper 2

Revolutions Part I11: The end of
hysteria?

Revolutions Part I'V:
Decolonizations

Revolutions Part V: et demain?
#balancetonporc
Les gilets jaunes

April 8: Hélene Cixous, Le
Portrait de Dora, piece de théatre

April 10: Hélene Cixous, Le
Portrait de Dora, piéce de théatre

April 12: Hélene Cixous, Le
Portrait de Dora, piece de théatre

April 15: Aime Césaire, Discours
sur la colonisation, 1958.

April 17: Manifeste des 121
Assia Djébar, L’amour, la fantasia,
extraits.

April 17: Assia Djébar, L’amour, la
fantasia, extraits. Lallab—femmes
racisées

April 22: Read article about
Balance ton porc, #metoo in
France, Read “la tribune des 100”:

https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/
article/2018/01/09/nous-

defendons-une-liberte-d-

importuner-indispensable-a-la-
liberte-

sexuelle 5239134 3232.html
April 24: Watch Merci Patron!

April 26: In class presentations

Last
day to
withdra
w from
second
module
April

Last
day to
petition
April
26

10


https://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2018/01/09/nous-defendons-une-liberte-d-importuner-indispensable-a-la-liberte-sexuelle_5239134_3232.html

Assignment to be done

before class

Week
16:
April 29
May 1-3

Examinat
ion
period

April 29: Les manifestations de
femmes dans les Gilets Jaunes:
https:// www.lemonde.fr/societe/
article/2019/01/06/des-centaines-

de-femmes-gilets-jaunes-

manifestent-dans-plusieurs-villes-
de-france 5405647 3224.html

TBA: Final exam.

Last
day of
class:
April
29 for
our
class
Readin
g day
Examin
ation
period
starts
May 2

11


https://www.lemonde.fr/societe/article/2019/01/06/des-centaines-de-femmes-gilets-jaunes-manifestent-dans-plusieurs-villes-de-france_5405647_3224.html

RS Lang form max 5

STUDENT EVALUATIONS + ANALYTIC SUMMARY

Sieffert. A. C. French 1220.204 Soprina 2018

I. The Course

1....was well Organized.......... ..o 4.33 ‘
2....required an appropriate amount of WOrK.................ccc.ccoeeeviiioieeee e [.- 3.33

3....increased your confidence and ability in the language..................cc.ccocveveerenn.nn. 3.75 |
4....was at an appropriate level of difficulty................cccoooeiviiiiii e E@
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress (tests, etc.).................... ' 3.83 |
6....grading reflected an accurate evaluation of your learning and participation............ 3—67 J
7....had materials that broadened your experience with the language and culture....... 4.00 |
8. Overall, the course was of value in your language learning process........................ ;i“ ZIW

Il. The Instructor

10....demonstrated expertise in the subject matter......................c.ccocoovvvecirininnnen. TZF6-7—1
11....conducted the class in a clear and organized manner...............c.c.ccccoccovrean. 4.50 i
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation to the course................cccccceeeee. |_ ._74_61_J
13....created a classroom atmosphere that helped youtolearn....................cccoccce..... 4.08
14....returned assignments in a timely manner...................c.cccocooeeivieiec e 3.92
15....provided adequate opportunity for you to participate in class........................... | 450
16....provided constructive evaluation of your performance during the semester....... 44_2—!
17. Overall, the instructor's teaching was effective...................ccocoevviieiiccer i 4.58 |

Instructor Total average:, 4.79 |
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SEMESTER: _Sprin at
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES vEAR: 2018 '
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * o401 LANGUAGE: French

To the student: Ph i
Lo the student: Plaase respond lirst o the questions below CouRse: 122 O

* Rale the amount of effort you devoterd 1o he course: {T=insufficlent; 5=sufficienty Y .
* Maln reasons for taking the coutse: Requived __ ; Has good repulation ____: Subject matter of interesi ___; Other: _[len & &5“‘3‘!

* How frequently did you use office hours for extra help? (1=never; 5=irequently) |
Instructions 1o the student: Note that you will be rating the COURSE lirst, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evaiuale It under COURSE, Your thorough and candid comrnents are very valuabie to us. Please write in English,

|, THE COQURSE
[ e
[% &
e «C
¢ &l
{Mark the box that mos! closely reflects your rafing) ——— > L s
2w B e g
1411
[m T E., 0
1+ WBS WOILOTGANIZOO 1uvuveeerverereesomneammssmsmmsseressssscresessesssssseseomsmmmssssssesseeeseseeemsesmnnn. X
2....fequired an appropriate amount of work for the nUMber of CYETIS..ee.. oo X
3....increased your confidence and abllity in the language X
4....was at an appropriate tevel of difficulty X
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress (1ests, B1C.)..ereeircsrneresnsesneens <
8....grading reflected an accurate evaluation of your leaming and participation .......... e | X
7....had materials that broadened your experience with the language and culture REI
8. Overall, the course was of value in your language leaming process P |

8. Please comment on the above quastions, or on any other aspeci of the course:
{conlinue on the other side of the page if necessary}

lgOrved 30 much ond %mmé tonfiderce. Wesict beau C.QVF’

N THE INSTRUCTOR

s
Instructor's Name:___ Prne ieig'{f-.-ef t " 4
: iy @
2 £l
o] o w1
(Mark the box that most closely reflscts your rating) ~ ———=>> 2 | é o o
o | 5 2 5
i |9
E 2 |2 EI g
10....demonstrated eXpemise in the SUDIECE MBHET...............coeererreseeemssmssosemsesssosss oo e Lol
11....conducted the class in a clear and organized manner....... . LR
12..,.brought interest, enthusiasm and SUMUIALON 10 the COUISE.e...nve.vveeeeeeeeosos oo [ X
13....created a classroom atmosphere that halped You JQAM wo.vm.eeee oo oo [ ]
14....retumed 8ssigNMENtS iN & UMBLY MANAGT vvoeerr oo seeseessnss o | |
15....provided adequate opportunity for You 10 participate in Class ... oo eesoeose X | |
16....provided constructive evaluation of your performance during the semester ................ X [ ]

17. Overall, the instrucior’s leaching was eflective ........ ceertbrsnsmes e sae et X [ ]
18. Please comment on the above questions, or any other aspact of the instructor's teaching:
(continue on the other side of the page)

She \w_lpeé MR Qlow &5 o gersar,; nal onl ¢S
a fwerchk Specver. Per vneui«h;% wes Arcat- Will
“‘I"uh& mi9 s ‘fh; t,\ass.'



semesTER: P 1§ :
vEAR: 2O\ &

LANGUAGE: French

course: FREN (220

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES

STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * osoims
To the stident: Plaase respond first lo the queslions balow
* Rale (he amount of effort you devoted {ohe course; {1=insufficient; S=sufficlent) _3_

* Main raasons for taking the course: Reguired ___ ; Has good reputation ___: Subject mattsr of interest o/ : Other:

» How frequsntly did you uss office hours for axtra help? (1=never, 5=fraquantly) _4:
Instruetions to the student: Noie that you will be raling the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. I the course
had a lecture, evaiuale it under COURSE. Your thorough and candid comments are very valuable io us. Please write in English,

|. THE COURSE
w
" o
4 2
: ¢ &l
{Mark the box that most clossly reflects your rating)  ————— g T
ZlhEE 2
E BB B E
Lo O A = [ )
1....was well.organized X
2....required an appropriate amount of work for the number of credits _Ix
3...Incraased your confidence and ability in the language X
4....was at an appropriate level of difficulty | X
5....had appropriate means of assessmen| of your progress (fesls, etc.)., X
6....grading refiected an accurate evaluation of your leaming and participation ................. X
7....nad materials that broadened your experience with the language and culiure.................., X
8. Overall, the course was of vajue in your language laaming procass X J
8. Flease comment on the above questions, or on any other aspect of the course:
{continue on the other sitle of the page if necessary) N
1. THE INSTRUCTOR 3
. . ' ] Y
Instructor's Name; A/VUL’ Caroling S‘e‘ged' " 4
. & '%’
2 &l
> w1
(Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) e 4 2 " E :’g’ o
o W E 2 5
B2 gk
10....demonstrated expetise in the subject matter..... oes .
11....conducted the class in a clear and organized manner bbb b er e bes X
12....broughl interest, enthusiasm and SMUIAHON 10 the COUISE......ooomvoveooeeeosesoeoooeooosoeon X
13....created a classroom atmosphere that helped You I8 coeu.e..eesvveooeeeoeeoeoooe | b
14....retumed assignments in a tiMaly MANRST .co...c.oveeeeerereeresen, [ x
15....provided adequate opportunity for You 10 participale N CIASS ... oo, S
18.....provided constructive avaluation of your performance during the semester....c v, |
17. Overall, the inStrucior's teaching Was BHOCHVE ............ovevessess eseeseessssessssesseemmessseesseeeeeen, L XTI [ 1]




SEMESTER: nn
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES vear:_201€
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM *  LANGUAGE COURSE * owpims Lansuase: French
To th A j
Lo the student: Plaass respond first to the questions balow counse:_122.0 J

* Rale Ihe amount of effort you devoted 1o lhe courss: (1=insufficient; S=sufficiant) ﬁ_

« Main 1easons for 1aking the course: Required K » Has good eputalion ___; Subject matier of inlerest ___; Cther:

» How frequently did you use office hours for axtra help? {(1=never; 5=frequently) _L
Instructions to the studeni: Note that you will bs raling the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evajuale it under COURSE, Your thorough and candid comments are very valuable io us. Plsase write in English,

I, THE COURSE
| W
' 4
w
n g
. g z
{Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) —_— > oo
o} ]
SEEE
|72}
REEE
1. W8S WBILOTGANIZEO 1uuvveevrerereessesrsensercsssernssrs s soeens . Cmrmereyervasrnrrensresnsraes
2....required an appropriate amount of work 107 the BUITIDEr of CTEItS ... . oee s oo
3....increased your confidence and ablity in the BNGUAGE vrereoreerierencrsiemssssasreseceseeeeesssrosssens
4.,..was at an appropriate lavel of difficulty.................
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress (tests, stc.) ]
6....grading refiected an accorate evaluation of your leaming and participalion .....cc..e.eore..
7....had materials that broadened your experience with the language and cullure................. [ >
8. Cverall, the course was of value in your language |BAMING PrOCESS armmrriseerensescsesemereneenns L 1>1 |
8. Please comment on the above guestions, or on any other aspect of the course:
{continug on the other side of the page if necessary) -
T Hunk that the frequancy of dass and amount o
wovlk  Was alscu,wa%wj ar fimes .
. THE INSTRUCTOR
"
Instructor's Name; A 11493 faml Y18 i 4
. i ¢
2 &
o T e
* (Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) s 2l |8 %J ]
D W = o
E %2 §| E
v L |2 (O v
10....demonstiaiad eXpertise in the SUDJEG! MBS ......wsw.ew e seerrsmessessssssssessrssssssmssnnsens (D] |
11....conducted the class in a clear and OFGAMZEH MANDET cuvvvrersresssccrererssmsasssneesressrvesssnsesns
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation 1o the COUTSE....cuecremtinenrssnsessscrntrerarssarmsesens nd .
13....crealed a classroom atmosphers that helped you leam ! |
14....retumed assigNMEents i & BMBIY MMAABET ... vur..coeeeeeereeeeesseees e stteeees oo oo ees oo ees e < 4’
15....provided adequate opportunity for you lo participate in Class.....cerceoeecei e e s ]
18.,..provided constructive evaluation of your periermance during the ssmester ! 4]
17. Ovarall, 1he INSHUCIOr's 1AChiNG WAS BHECHVE uueeevreeeeoeee s oseossssmssssoss oo oo S ,'

18. Please comment on the ebove guestions, or any other aspecl of the instructor's teaching:
{eontinue on the other side of the page)



* Rate the amount of

* Main reasons for 1a

3]

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES

SEMESTER:

YEAR:

STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * o401/ LANGUAGE:
Lo the student: Please respond first lo the queslions beiow 5‘

sffort you devoted {o,ihe course: (T=insufiiclent; S=suffi lent)

COURSE:

2
v
Fre Tt

r" n
il

|
J

king the course; Required ____ ; Has good reputation M\ ; Su&ijﬂ matter of interes! ___; Other:

» How lrequently did you use offics hours for extra help? {1=never; 5=frequentyy _I
Instrugtions. to the student: Noie that you will ba raling the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If
had a lecture, evaiuale It under COURSE. Your thorough and candid comments are very valuable to us. Please write in English,

|, THE COURSE
(Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) ——
1....was well.organized .....
2....required an appropriate amount of work 107 the PUMDET OF CTETHS ..., .. evorn v "
3...increased your confidance and abllity in the language
4....was at an appropriate lsvel of difficully
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress (tests, stc.)..
6....prading reflected an accurate evaluation of your leaming and panticipation ...
7....had materials that broadened your expsrience with the language and culture.........c......
8. Ovarall, the course was of valus in your 1anQUaGe [GAMING ProCESS v e eceeermssesnnsen,
8. Flease comment on the above guestions, or on any other aspect of the course:

il THE INSTRU

{continue on the other side of the page it necessary)

GveaL  c1a¥s W oydd

+endn

Instructor's Name: A V\V\Q ~ CWO ﬂﬁe S l‘ 9[7%/%\

" (Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) bR
10....demonstrated eXpenise in 1he SUDIECT MAHET.........o.. e esessesseeeses e s eseenees oo
11....conducled the class in a clear and organized manner
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation 1o the course semsumessnsrblonssTiRaers
13,...created a classroom atmosphera that REIPBG YOU IBAIT evvvveeeeeee oo
14,...retumed assignments in a HMBIY IMANDBET ... eee . ccvveereeessness o, susererressnsn earpaer grannne
15....provided adequate opportunity for you o participate in class......uuewsine... veresesetesnnresaenen
18....provided construciive evaluation of your performance during the semester........c..cvern.e..
17. Dverall, the instrucior's teaching was eflective...........
18, Please comment on the above questions, or any other aspect of the instrucior's teaching:

{continue on the other side of the page)
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STER: 2
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES | * o ™
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * osoim¢ LANGUAGE: _E{tnh '

To the student: Plaase respond first lo the gueslions baiow 20
- _ _ 1 coumrse: ___ (2
* Rale the amount of effort you devoted io,he courss: (1=insufiicient; S=sufficient) |

* Main raasons for taking the course: Reguired _H_ 1 Has good reputalion ﬂ Subject matter of inferest _i: Other:

» How irequently did you use office hours for extra halp? (1=never; 5=fraquentiy) 2
Instrupiions o the student: Noie that you will be rating the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evaiuale it under COURSE. Your thorough and candid comments are very valuable 1o us. Please write in English,

|. THE COURSE
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(Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) ———— > w o |x
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1....was well.organized
2....reguired an appropriate amount of work for the number of credits .-
3....increased your confidence and abllity in the JANGUAGE <..ovoceoeeesemecrreessesmsnnsans verrsessoessnssmonens o
4....was at an appropriate lavel of difficulty
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress {tests, etz.)
&....grading refiected an accurate evaluation of your lsaming and Participation ........v.eseron
7....had materials that broadened your experience with the languape and culture......eeceneen., |
8. Overall, the course was of value in your language leamning process [ [ ]
8. Plaase comment on the above questions, or on any other aspect of the course:
{continue on the other side of the page If necessary) B
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" n:' <
2 =
5 > w1
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10....demonstrated experise in the subject matier..... PV [
11....conducted the class in & clear And OIGANIZET MENNGT ...cov.v.rense e sesssemsesseessssseee e soeenonne |
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and SHEMUIRLON 10 the COUMBE ... meeeneesseeeeeeoeseoesnons __L
13....created a classroom atmosphers that helped you jear..... .
14,...retlumed assignments in a BMaly MARBET ..o eereeeesees e, . - Jr
15....provided adequaie opportunity for you 10 participate in CIASE. ... ..wweweeeerncesennns |
16....provided constructive evaluation of your performance during the semester...................... {5 i
17. Overall, the inSITUCIOr'S 188CAING WAS BHBCUVE uvv-veuverseerreceecrseserssessesssessossssssssseeasessesassossaces \ |

18. Please comment on the above questions, or any other aspect of the instructor's teaching:
fcontinue on the other side of the page) .
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SEMESTER: >;2n:%
YEAR:
LANGUAGE: _Fr '

COURSE: _LMT_J

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * " LANGUAGE COURSE * osnime

Jo_the student: Piaase respond first lo the queslions below
* Rale the amcunt of effort you devoted Iohe course: {1=insufficient; S=sufficient) g_f

* Main reasons for taking the course: Required __ _ : Has good reputalion __; Subject matter of interest Aher:

» How frequently did you use office hours for extra help? {1=never, 5=frequently) _ﬂ—
Instructions to the student: Noie that you will ba raling the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evaijuale it under COURSE. Your thorough and candid comments are very vajuable 1o us. Please wrile in English,

wasreviscesatrrensirerren

4, N
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress (tests, etg.)........

B....grading reflected an accurate evaluation of your lsaming and participation ............

7....nad materials that broadened your experience with the language and culture

€. Overall, the course was of value in your language leaming process

8. Please comment on the above questions, or on any other aspect of the course:
{continue on the other side of the page If necessary)

l. THE COURSE
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3....increased your confidsnce and ability in s JBNGUADE <.-..vveu. oo oo A
---Was at an appropniate tevel of difficulty .
|
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10.....GEMONSt2Ied XPEHISE in the SUDJBG! MBHEN...rvmveerreese s cssmssmsesmesesss s | |
11....conducted the class in a clear and OYGAMIZEH MANNET covvvesse e v rsssesss s eeses e ses e
12.... broughl interest, enthusiasm and SIMUIHON 10 1he COUISE......oovovoooo

13....created a classroom atmosphere that BBIpET YOU JBAM ..o vrerrenreceecseeeeess st e e ea s _
14,...relumed assignments in a HMBlY MARNET . coevcier e veerereen .
1E....provided adequate opportunity for you 1o participate in class.........vereeee.. R

16....

provided constructive evaluation of your performance during the semester.......

17. Dverall, the instrucior's leaching was sflective
18. Please comment on the above questions, or a
(continue on the other side of the page)

.......................................................................

ny other aspect of the instructor's teaching:




Pt |
SEMESTER: ___é—
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES VEAR. % O1%
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * owoime LANGUAGE: 7 A WA
To the student: Plaase respond lirst lo the queslions beiow ‘ T }
' Rale lhe amount of effort you devoted fohe :cur}t T=insufiicient; 5=suticlent) ﬂ . c E: !M_ — |
* Maln reasons for taking the course: RequiredV__ ; Has good reputation Subject matter of interes! ____; Other:
» How frequently did you use office hours for extra help? (1=never, 5=frequently) ___
Instructions ¢ I Note that you will be rating the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course

had a lecture, svaluale it under COURSE. Your thorough and candid commenis are very valuable o us. Please write in English.

l. THE COURSE
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{Mark the box that mos! closely reflects your rating) —_— > T
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1. Was WALOIGANIZEE vvvevveevereseeeseeseresseesesssres e senessrenen . . LM 1 -
2....required an appropriate amount of work for the NUMBer of CYBRS e eweeees oo | [ '

3...increased your confidence and ability in the language | [

4....was at an approprate 1evel of QHICUMY ... cwe.emecsssisreseeseemees o s ossemee s seeeose e [ 1 | ]
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress (tests, stc.) L Il T
8....grading reflected an accurale evaluation of your leaming and participalion w................ '_ V1] ’
7....nad materials ihat broadened your experience with the languags and culture b
E. Overall, the course was of value in your language |eaming Procass e e oo eoresssones [ ~— | |

8. Plaase comment on the above questions, or or any othar aspect of tha course:
{continuz on the other side of the page if necessary)
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10....demonstraled expantise N the SUDIEC! MEIET..rirer e msermssesssesssssseoses s ems e oo | N, ]
11....conducted the class in a clear and organized manner........... [ (V] | II
12....brought inferest, enthusiasm and stimulation 1o the course...... ] 4 .
13....created a classroom atmosphers that helped you leam ........ v || |

14....retumed assignments in a timsly Manner ... oo,

15....provided adequats opportunity for you o participate in class

18....provided constructive evaluation of your performance during the semesier e 1N !

17. Ovarall, the INStrIclors 18aching Was 8HECHVE ... v s remsee oo ssreeseeseeeees e e Lt |

1B. Please comment on the above questions, of any other aspect of the instruclor's teaching:
{continue on the other sids of the page)




SEMESTER: 1
DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES )
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * ospime LANGUAGE: Fe i e

To the student: Plaase respond first fo the queslions bajow \ 8
- N T covrse: 1AR & |
» Rale the amount of efort you devoted {ojhe course; {1=insufiicient; S=sufficient) ]

* Maln reasons for taking the course: Required . ; Has good reputation ___: Subject matter of interest _\/,: Dther:

» How fregusnty did you use office hours for extra halp? (1=never; s=frequently) _L_
Instructions o the student: Noie that you will be raling the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evaluale it undsr COURSE, Your thorough and candid comrments are very vajuable to us. Please wrile in English,

L. THE COURSE
w
ar 2
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| g 3
(Mark the box that most closely refiects your rafing) —— > T
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1111
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1....was wellorganized ................. .l
2....required an appropriate amount of work for the nurmber of CreaS .o SRVA
3....increased your confidence and ability in the lBngUAagE «...cr-veereraenn, i |
4....was at an appropriate lsvel of difficulty -
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress {tests, etc.)
B....grading reflected an accurate evaluation of your leaming and participation ......e...c.oovsue vl
7....had materiats that broadened your expsrience with the language and culiure..........o....... A/
8. Ovarall, the course was of value in your language leaming process )
8. Please comment on the above guestions, or on any other aspect of the course:
{continue on the other side of the page if necessary} -
Il THE INSTRWCTOR )
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Instructor's Name; AV\ ne.~Cooling Swellers " £
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" (Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) 2 | 3 é’ o
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10....demonstrated expertise in the subject matter V]
11....conducted the class in a clear and organized manner V4
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation 1o the course.... V1
13....created a classroom atmosphere that heiped YOU IBAIM covris s cemenrcm reseraraascs s eves vermvesras \A
14,...retuned assignments in a ey MANRET v.ooveee oo A\ A
15.....provided adequate opportunity for YOU L0 participale in Class......meeoreneeceoreessecessnins V]
18....provided constructive evaluation of your performance during the semester....veiererennen, V]
17. Overall, the instrucior's teaching was effective S B B ]

18. Please comment on the above questions, or any other aspect of the instructor's teaching:
{continue on the other side of the pags) :



SEMESTER: ;
2.0

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES o 2018
STUDENTEVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * 001 | | acUAGE: 7’ ;x\)
To the skident: Pisase respond iirst io the questions below ' , counse: FPS FEs ol $2.2¢ NP g

* Rale the amount of effcr! you devoted 1o,he course: {1=insufiicieny; S=suficlent) ___

» Main reasons for 1aking the course: Required ____; Has good reputation ___; Subject matter of interest ___; Other:

* How Jrequently did you use office hours for extra help? (1=never, 5=frequently) ___
Instructions to the student: Note that you will b rating the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lscture, evaiuale it under COLURSE. Your thorough and candid comments are very valuable to us. Please write in English,

I. THE COURSE
| |
| y |
4
g 2
2| | al
(Mark the box that most clossly reflects your rating} —_— > 1>
[0} (<}
5 12 5
1...was wallorganized ... et et s s e s s atanee
2....reguired an approprlatn amount ot work ior the numDer of crediis...
3...dncreased your confidence and abllity in the JRNQUAGE eunveveeoeeeeoeeooe oo
4....was at an appropriate (8vel of GHHICUIY ... s sresees oo eeomes s .
5....had appropriate means of assessmen| o! your progress (tests 51063 DO
6....grading refiected an accurate evaluation of your leaming and partisipation ......... -
7....nad materials that broadened your experience with the language and culture
8. Ovsrall, the course was of value In your language 18aming Process ..., a1 ]

9. Please comment on the above guestions, or on any other aspect of the course:
{continue on ths other side of the page If pecessary)

il THE INSTRUCTOR
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{Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) S 2 | ;§ & =
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10....demonstralzad expemise in the SUDJECE MAHET....uewrercee e ssseesosesesmsese s oo [__v' P |4‘
11....condutted the class in a clear and organized manner.......... e LY < | !
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation 10 the course vl | [T
13....crealed a classroom atmesphare that helped YOU IBAM co... .o oo oo L'_..} RN
14,...retumed assignments in a mely ManBer .o oo, Wl L[]
15....provided adequale opporiunity for you 1o participate in class......., .. v |
16....provided construciive evaluation of your performance during the semestﬁr [7\3_1 [ ] A
17. Overall, 1he INStrUCIOrs 12aChing WAS SHBCHVE ...v.ive. oo eessvsseeseess eesnressseseesssese e eoesoes A I I

18. Pleass comment on the above questions, of any other aspeci of the instructor's teachmg
{continue on the other side of the page)
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DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES YEAR: _20iQ
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * o4oums LANGUAGE:  £v/2hcin
To the stugent: Pisase respond flrst le the questions balow ] —/en 19

} COURSE:

* Rale lhe amount of effor! you dsvoted fo,he course: {1=insufficient; S=sufficient) ﬂ |

* Main reasons for 1aking the course: Hequired/_i_ + Has good teputation ____; Subject matier of interes ___i Other:

» How frequently did you use office hours for extra help? {1=never,; s=fraquentiy) ;L:
Instruetions to the student: Noie that you will be raling the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evaluale it under COURSE, Your thorough and candid comments are very valuable to us. Please write in English,

|, THE COURSE
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{Mark the box that most clossly reflects your rafing) —_— bt o w5
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2....required an appropriate amount of work for the number of cradits . I
3....incraased your confidence and ability in the janguage . | ]
4....was at an approprate tevel of difficulty beebesrse e nea it pr et L e R b she b bnraa e sames s e |1 ]
5....had appropriale means of assessment of your progress (18sts, Ble.). . .emreororoesn.. X! 1]
B.....grading reflected an accurate evaluation of your leaming and participation ......... X lj
7....had materials that broadened your experience with the language and culture........veccenn.n. ¢
B. Overall, the course was of value in your language learning process . . [ X
8. Flease comment on the above qusstions, or on any other aspect of the course:
{continue on the other side of the page if nacessary) -
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(Mark the box that most closely reflects your rating) 2w g2 @
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10....demonstrated expeise in the SUbjaGt MatEl.....vemeeeeeeern vttt s e nene A 4‘
11....conducted the class in a clear and organized manner ........ X
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation to the course....... | X% 4—[
13....created a classioom atmosphers that helped you leam........ J I X ‘1
14,...rstumed essiGNMENts iN @ BMBIY IMANBET v.ccusiur .. coemeeeeeeeeres oo eee e cooeses e eeeeeeeeeees s [ J | ¥
15....provided adequate opportunity for you 10 paMiCIPELE iN CIASS ... v, <t | [
18....provided construciive evaluation of your performance during the semester......om...... [

17. Ovarall, the inSrucior's 10aching WES BHECHIVE .v. ... .eeeeeseeseseeseessessesseosoessssossseeees s seees e
18. Please comment on the above questions, or any other aspect of the instructor's teaching:
{continue on the other side of the page)



BEMESTER: ____

DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES YEAR:
STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * osoiue LANGUAGE:
Lo the student: Please respond lirst o the questions beiow T

COURSE:

* Rate lhe amount of effort you devoted 1o,ihe course: {1=insufficient; 5=sufficient) K ]
* Main reasons for taking the course: Heguired L Has pood raputation ____; Subject matier of interest L7 Other:

» How irequently did you use office hours for extra halp? (1=never; B=frequently) _\_
dnstructions to the stugdent: Noie that you will be raling the COURSE first, ant then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evajuate It under COURSE. Your thorough and candid comrments are very valuable fo us. Please write in English,

|, THE COURSE
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(Mark the box that most clossly reflects your rating) ——— >~ o w5
O |[u 215
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1,...was well.organized wn V]
2....required an appropriate amount of work for the PUMbDEr of CrETS..u....wmveeooooeooon T
3....increased your confidence and abllity in the language Tt
4....was at an approprate level of difficully............. Lt ]
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress {tests, sfc.) i
€....grading reflected an accurate evaluation of your lsaming and participation ..o, -]
7....nad materiats that broadened your experience with the language and culture.................... -t
8. Owerall, the course was of value In your language leaming process [.=T i
8. Please comment on the above questions, or on any ofher aspect of the course;
{continue on the other side of the page if necessary) -
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10....demonstrated experise in the subject matter g
11....conducled the class in a clear and organized manner...... 1
12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation {o the course -
13....created a classroom atmosphere that RelPed YOU MBAITE ... eeereeceseemeeeerssrsssossemssessssesemson ol
14,...retumed assignments in a timely manner.............. . e |
15....provided adequate opportunity for you 1o participale in Class ... e u’]{ .
16....provided constructive evaluation of your performance during the semesier | 2~ 41
17. Overall, the instructor's teaching was eflective ............. ]

18. Please comment on the above questions, or any othar aspact of the instructor's teaching:
{continue on the other side of the page)
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DEPARTMENT OF ROMANCE STUDIES vEAR: ) Ol

STUDENT EVALUATION FORM * LANGUAGE COURSE * o014 LANGUAGE: {9

To the student: Please respond first to the queslions below COURSE 1y
:: 7 .

* Rate lhe amount of effort you devoted 1o0,ihe course: { 1=insuficient; S=sutficlent) _L ) |

«

* Maln reasons for taking the course: Required l< Has good reputation ___; Subjsct matist of interest _; Other:

* How krequently did you use office hours for extra help? (1=nevar; S=frequently) 2
Instrugtions to the studeni: Note that you will be rating the COURSE first, and then the performance of the INSTRUCTOR. If the course
had a lecture, evajuale it under COURSE, Your thorough and candid comments are very valuable to us. Please write in English.

}, THE COURSE
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3 .increased vour confidence and abllity in the Janguage e e st ke nsaess '
4....was at an appropriate level of diflicutly Semere ety S sk ettt e e s e et | S
5....had appropriate means of assessment of your progress {tests, ste.)... - w || 1Y
8....grading reflecled an accurale evalualion of your leaming and parnclpauon ......... l X

7....had materials that broadened your experience with the language and culivre l
B. Ovesall, the course was of value In your language 1@8IMING PIOCESS nevrerreesare e eesoseaconns

8. Please comment on the above qusstions, or on any othar aspec! of the COUTSE:
{continue on the other side of the page if pecessary)
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10....demonstiated expemise in the SUDJBT! MBHET .. v e oneeeseereseoee e sssesesesssessssoss s IX] |
11....conducted the class in a clear and organized mannef.............

12....brought interest, enthusiasm and stimulation 1o the course
13....crealed a classroom atmosphers that helped you leam..............
14....retumed assignments in a timsly manner... S
18....provided adequate opportunity for you lo pamcrpale in class ..............................................
18....provided construciive evaluation of your performance during the semesier
17. Overali, lhe instrucior's ieaching was sflective ...

18. Please comment on the above questions, or any olher aspecl of the mstmctor‘s !eachmg
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John S. Knight Institute for
Writing in the Disciplines

Cornell Uhiversity M101 McGraw Hall
. Ith: NY 14853-4601
College of Arts and Sciences 607 255.2280

f: 607 255-2956
knight institute(@cornell.edu
www.knight.as.cornell.edu

Dear FWS instructor,

As a result of the shift to electronic surveys in Spring 2018, the formatting of the report of your FWS
course-teacher evaluations has changed. Here are a few tips about profitably interpreting the results:

1) “Mean” responses for each question are prominently displayed in the leftmost column. The lower
the mean figure, the more strongly students tended to agree with the corresponding statement
about the course or instructor. You should focus mainly on those specific learning outcomes
(questions 6-19) and those specific qualities of the course/instructor (questions 20-33) that were
most important to you: Did the students’ responses match your intended goals? Where do you
want to maintain, and where improve?

2) Remember that questions 1-5 are “scaled” differently from questions 6-33, so the mean figures
are meaningless there: attend instead to the specific responses, if these questions are important to
you.

3) In general, you can ignore the “standard deviation” value, which after all only indicates how
relatively clustered or dispersed were your students’ responses to any individual question (you
can see this for yourself by glancing at the “1-5” columns). This aspect of clustering or dispersal
might be significant for you on some questions more than others.

4) The written responses at the end are conveniently grouped according to each question.

Please don’t hesitate to contact us—or to consult your course leader—with any questions or concerns
about your “Course Evaluation Response Summary.”

Sincerely yours,

o
i -~ -
{z"w ¢‘%m e

David Faulkner
Walter C. Teagle Director of First-Year Writing Seminars
John S. Knight Institute for Writing in the Disciplines



Cornell University

Course Evaluation Response Summary

Semester: Spring 2018 Course Owner: FWS
Course: ROMS 1102 SEM 101  CID: 17670

Title: FWS: Victors, Virgins &Villains-Gender/Sex/Pwr
Instructor: Sieffert

16 Responses, 16 Enrolled, 100% Response

For your First-Year Writing Seminar, please answer the following:

; Questlon

Mean

StDevP

Count

11) The most 1mportant reason I chose ﬂ’llS seminar:
1} 1 liked the course description.

2) I thought it would be challenging.

3) My advisor recommended it.

4) It was offered at a time I had open.

5) I could not get into one of my top preferences.

1.42

16

{12,

; 72) How much reading did you do?
(1=An appropriate amount, 2=Too much, 3=Too little, 4=Far too much, 5=Far too
little)

1.56 |

0.99

16

10

3) How much out-of-class writing did you do? (First-Year Writing Seminar
guidelines suggest a minimum of five essays and a maximum of eight.)

(1=An appropriate amount, 2=Too much, 3=Too little, 4=Far too much, 5=Far too
little)

1.56

1.32

16

13

14) How much time was spent le.ami.néﬂabout wntmg" .
1 (1=An appropriate amount, 2=Too much, 3=Too little, 4=Far too much, 5=Far too
{little)

1219

1.18

16

5) How moch time was devoted tohieoming how to revise essays? .(F.‘-WS go.idel.ines
suggest that a minimum of three essays go through a process of guided revision.)

(1=An appropriate amount, 2=Too much, 3=Too little, 4=Far too much, 5=Far too
little)

1.94 §

1.29

16

10;

6) In class, in conferences or in paper comments the teacher empha51zed
choosing the words that best express ideas.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

2.44

0.86

16

17) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasized wrltmg
grammatically correct sentences.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
»(l -Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3—Somewhat 4—A little, 5=Not at all)

1238 |

1.16

16

8) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments the teacher emphasized
istructuring sentences carefully.

iHow much do you agree with the above statement?
{(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somew_l_1_at, 4=A little, 5=Not at a_tll)

2.19

0.94

16

[F3]

9) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasized
providing appropriate documentation for sources

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.56 |

1.05

16

11

(95

110) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasized
ideveloping a strong argument.

{How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.73

0.99

15

1 11) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasxzed
writing well-focused, coherent paragraphs.

iHow much do you agree with the above statement?
1(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

163 |

1.05

16




Cornell University

Course Evaluation Response Summary

Semester: Spring 2018 Course Owner: FWS
Course: ROMS 1102 SEM 101 CID: 17670

Title: FWS: Victors, Virgins & Villains-Gender/Sex/Pwr
Instructor: Sieffert

16 Responses, 16 Enrolled, 100% Response

12) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasized making
transitions from one paragraph to the next.

{How much do you agree with the above statement?
1(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, SéSomewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

225

1.34

16

113) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasized
focusing an essay on a significant problem, hypothesis, thesis, argument, or idea.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

169 |

0.98

16

14) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasued
supporting claims with pertinent, substantive evidence.

{How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2= Strongly, 3 Somewhat, 4=A little, 5 Not at all)

1.75 ¢

0.96

16

15) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher empha51zed
incorporating and analyzing source material and quotations.

How much do vou agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3= Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.75 |

16

16) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher empha31zed
sediting essays to eliminate flaws of grammar, word choice, spelling, and format.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(l—Very strongly 2—Strongly, 3= Somewhat 4=A httle 5=Not at all)

213 |

1.26

16

17) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphamzed
revising essays to enhance interest, clarity, and persuasiveness.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.01

16

118) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasized
writing in a style appropriate for a particular purpose.

{How much do you agree with the above statement?
j(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

231

1.21

16

119) In class, in conferences, or in paper comments, the teacher emphasized
writing in a style appropriate for a particular audience.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

2.50

1.17

16

20) In this seminar, reading and writing assignments formed an understandable
progression.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

12.00 |

1.06

16

121) In this seminar, the level of difficulty of the readings seemed appropriate.

How much do vou agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.75 |

0.96

16

22) In this seminar, I learned to read with care in the discipline of the seminar.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

118t

0.94

16

123) In this seminar, informal/preparatory writing assignments helped me
junderstand the readings and write an essay.

{How much do you agree with the above statement?
1(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A liitle, 5=Not at all)

| 1.88 |

1.05

16
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$24) In this seminar, I had opportumtles to confer privately with the teacher.

{How much do you agree with the above statement?
{(1=Very strongly, 2=S8trongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.63 |

16

12

425) In this seminar, the teacher was well-prepared

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

| 150

1.06

16

12

26) In this seminar, the teacher directed discussions well.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2= Strongly, 3—Somewhat 4—A ]1ttle, 5 Not at all)

1.88

1.05

16

27) In this seminar, the teacher treated my writing with respect

How much do you agree with the above statement?
1 (1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.50

1.06

16

§12]

428) In this seminar, the teacher graded my papers fairly.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2= Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.31 -

0.98

16

14

§29) In this seminar, the teacher returned our papers within a reasonable length
of time.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1—Very strongly, 2= Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

247

1.08

15

30) In this seminar, comments on each returned paper helped me improve the next
assignment.

How much do vou agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)_

1.81

1.01

16

31) In this seminar, I felt intellectually stimulated.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2_=Strongly, S=Somewhat, 4_=A little, 5=Not at all)

173 |

1.18

15

32) In this seminar, I became a more confident writer.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(_1_=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.69

0.98

16

33) In this seminar, I became a more skillful writer.

How much do you agree with the above statement?
(1=Very strongly, 2=Strongly, 3=Somewhat, 4=A little, 5=Not at all)

1.75

0.96

16
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C01. What are your overall impressions of the course? Please be as specific as possible in analysis of strengths and/or
suggestions for improvement,

8806. I could not be happier with my FWS selection! I learned so much about analytical lenses and found myself applying them to things I was
reading and consuming in my personal life as well. Everything we learned was very applicable and helped me grow as a reader and as a person
in general.

29300. Excellent course, sometimes too much workload

29402. Enjoyed; Entertaining but also educational

5300. 1 loved this course. The readings were very interesting, and I became much more comfortable in a discussion-based setting.

12110. The overall theme of the course was really interesting and touched on so many different types of literature that it really helped widen
my horizons.

29356. Great. Everyone should take it to learn more about myths and movies and analyzing them through a scholar's lens.

25916. Too much reading, but also i'm a slow reader.

32527. The topic of the class is interesting.

29309. I really liked it. It helped me understand how to analyze literature better. There were some points that all of the writing assignments
made me feel bogged down with work and it made me anxious.

25934. My biggest critique of this course is that way in which the professor facilitates discussions. She usually comes into class with a specific
topic she wants to discuss, already knowing her view on the topic. This is fine, but she directs the class to this view and corrects students who
disagree. This means that the professor is getting more speaking time than students. It tampers healthy debate in the classroom. If's fine for the
professor to have her own opinion, but the class discussion (and honestly the class as a whole) should not be about convincing the students
that her opinion is right.

In addiiton, I felt that the topics we were allowed to write about for essays was too limited. During one of my essays, I wanted to write about
something other than the hero/feminism/etc as it related to a work we read in the course but was shut down, which frustrated.

22487. The course was not what I expected it to be. It took an unexpected turn at one point when we moved on from mythological literature
and started focusing on movies. The conversations we would have about characters were deep and always pertained to issues we see in our
world. It was exciting to see art imitate life and life imitate art as we analyzed things in this class.

5403. The think that the course content is very interesting and that is very important especially for a course like FWS. At times, it feels as
though the course-load is a bit too much but I enjoyed doing it most of the times. The teacher was well prepared and is able to lead discussions
well.
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C02. Do you believe your writing has improved? If so, how did the course promote this improvement? Are there aspects
of writing we should have stressed more heavily?

8806. Yes! This course helped me with framing my arguments and theses within a certain theory and with organizing my ideas. Dr. Sieffert
helped me focus in on a specific argument and taught me how to develop it in depth from there rather than taking on too much at once.

29300. Yes

Improved:

1. Structuring paragraphs

2. Secondary sources

3. Intro and conclusions of essays
Could improve:

1. Finding sources

29402. Yes

5300. Yes. I know how to structure my essay and develop an outline, and in general, I just like writing SO MUCH MORE as a result of my
great teacher.

12110. Yes, I think that we wrote so many essays and reactions and whatnot that all the practice helped me to realize my strengths and
weaknesses so that I could capitalize on my strengths and fortify my weakspots.

29356. Yes my writing has improved as i am now able to understand and create the overall blue print of an essay before beginning to write
one.

25916. Yes

32527, Yes. I learned how to structure my essay, and how to write introduction and conclusion.

29309. Yes I wish there was a little more emphasis on conclusion structure

22487. 1 think my writing has improved. I have learned how to analyze things more closely and how to gather evidence to prove a point.

5403. I have improved in the way I formulate my arguments and also transition from one paragraph to another. Through getting feedback in
writing and student-teacher conferences, I am able to learn from my mistakes and accept new advice onto how to improve my writing.
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C03. Were written comments on papers helpful? If so, why? If not, why not?

8806. Yes! Dr. Sieffert helped me catch connections in my argument that T had not noticed and expand upon them, strengthening my writing.

29300. Very helpful

29402. Yes

5300. Yes; they helped me with syntax.

12110. Yes, the comments at the end were very detalied and helped me determine how to fix my thesis or my evidence.

29356. Yes they were helpful as they helped us improve for future essays.

25916. Yes

32527. Yes.

29309. Yes they made me understand how to focus my essay and not just grammatical errors

22487, Written comments were helpful. I wouldn't know where my paper was lacking if I was the one to read it to check it.

5403. Yes, written comments were helpful. However, I feel like the best way to have a student imporve their writing is from student-teacher
conferences.
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C04. How useful were class discussions of the assigned texts? of writing?

8806. Class discussions were very helpful because my classmates all had intcresting perspectives on the texts, and Dr. Sieffert did a good job
of structuring the discussion around specific theories we had been learning about in class.

29300. Somewhat useful

29402. Quite helpful

5300. Discussions were extremely useful. Through this, we connecied readings to various themes, and I could get inspiration for my next
essay.

12110. I think that the discussions could have been a lot better if it were harkness style. We are already sitting in a U shape, so we could easily
just have a free for all discussion. Sometimes the teacher talked a little too much, and the whole raising hands thing really takes away from
what could be stimulating and eye-opening discussion. Also, discussion-based classes help students to develop skills on conversing, which is
honestly something that is really lacking today.

29356. Very useful as i often included class comments into my essays.

25916. Not really for me necessary ut would could discussion to understand topics and have examples but [ never actually put them in my
€ssays.

32527. The in-class discussions are not very helpful to develop my own thesis.

29309. They we're very helpful for the writings

22487. The discussions were enlightening. Hearing everybody's different viewpoints was interesting and helped me learn something

5403, At times they were quite useful to help me get ideas. But i also think that the discussions in class very intellectually stimulating and
interesting.
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C05. After taking this course, what do you consider to be your greatest strengths and weaknesses as a writer?

8806. I think my greatest strengths are I am able to come up with very strong ideas and do a good job of supporting them with relevant
evidence. A weakness would be I try to write about too much at first. This course is helping me learn to focus in on specific arguments rather

than large concepts.

29300. Strengths:

1. Writing academic essays

Weaknesses:-

1. Finding sources

5300. My greatest strengths are organizing my essay and getting research to back up my claims. However, sometimes my sentences are too
wordy, and I still have trouble with transitions.

12110. I think my strength is just my ability to formulate a strong argument, but [ have trouble putting said argument into words and making
everything clear to the audience, not just to me.

29356. Strenghts - understanding the underlying structure of an weakness.

Weaknesses - i still have to work on showing progression in my essay.

25916. Analysis is a weakness

1 don't know if I truly have strengths in writing, she always told me i'm not a poor writer or have glaring grammar mistakes.

32527. Integrating ideas together would be my strength. Explaining things in a reasonable way would be my weakness.

29309. Strengths finding a good argument

Weakness pulling the structure of my essay together to prop up the argument

22487. Analyzing is my strong point. Research is my weak point.

5403. Greatest strength would be being able to write even though I do not like the topic. Weakness is the formulating of a central thesis and
argument.



Calendar

Important: this calendar is subject to changes, I will try my best to warn you at least 1 week ahead.

TO READ
DATE TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY WRITING ASSIGNMENTS IN CLASS WE WILL...
January 24 NONE First class survey by 9pm Talk about heroes, and the syllabus.
Read (after class): How to write a
5 26 Tpelr STS;,VC ess;y; v;;atch: V(V;;t Htlg Hand in diagnostic writing Write a short persuasive essay on a
anuary 0% f’oo()lzm(?n ;I;i c;é)s;i d) ring (IN CLASS WRITING) question I will give you in class
Blog 1:
Choose 1
What is the difference between a
myth and a flow tale or a
. . . (?
Read. online, in the Myth Regder. . l.eg e Discuss the difference between myths
What is a Myth? (pages 3-13 in the What tradition does the Prose
: and legends, and what type of sources
3 29 PDF); Claude Levi-Strauss (pages Edda belong to (gather some we will actually tackle in this class
anuary 439 to 455 in the PDF); in the information on the author)? . . 7 i
. ey . Briefly discuss what makes a great
Penguin book (bookstore): Prose Due at midnight today introduction
Edda, “Prologue’ (pages 3 to 8 in the Bibliographical Search:
book) Go on JSTOR and find at least
one scientific article on Nordic
mythology, Levi-Strauss’ work,
or specifically the Prose Edda




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

January 31

February 2

February 5

Read: The Prose Edda, the Deluding
from part 1 to part to part 19
(included, pages 9 to 30)

Week 2 Wiki Participation (only
for those who volunteered on
Monday)

Discuss Odin and the Trinity. Discuss
thesis wording and conclusions.

Read: The Prose Edda from part 31 to
41 (included, pages 30 to 50)

Week 2 Wiki Participation (for
volunteers of this week)

Discuss the figures of Loki, and his
children

Read: the rest of the Prose Edda, The
Gylfaginning (the Delusion) pages 50
to 79.

Reading Reaction 1:
Pick a theme in your note and
expand on it in the context of the
class

Talk about the the shape shifter’s role in
culture, the transformations Thor’s
character has known, and how pop

culture has seized Ragnarok.




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

Feb. 7

Feb. 9

Feb. 12

Read the Song of Rig (pages 203-217
of the online source, under Rigstula
on BBoard); Read the
Skaldskaparmal in the Prose Edda,
pages 80 to 94.

Wiki of the week for volunteers

Discuss the creation of classes in Norse
society, and, again, Ragnarok.

Finish reading The Skaldskaparmal,
pages 95 to 108; Read The Voluspa
(online on Blackboard)

Blog 2

Discuss why it is important that the
gods most represented in this book are
Odin, Thor and Loki.

Read Joseph Campbell’s reader in 4
Myth Reader (online in Theories of
the Hero, pages 217 to 224 of the
PDF)

Start reading The Knight of the Cart
(pages 207 to 225)

First essay outline
The essay’s prompt will be
online. Give me a complete
outline of what you will say in
the essay: short summary of
introduction, three parts and
each subparts, conclusion
synopsis, plus an indicative
bibliography.

Talk about Camelot and its position in
pop culture (see Jackie Kennedy’s
reference to it: “There will be other
presidents, but there will never be
another Camelot” in reference to her
husband supposed-love of the shiny

city)




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

Feb. 14

February 16

Continue reading The Knight of the
Cart (pages 225 to 250)

Blog 3+ Wiki for the
volunteers

Discuss Lancelot's singular destiny, and
his story. Why do you think Lancelot
cannot be the one to find the Graal?

Read The Knight of the Cart (pages
251 to 294)




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

Feb. 17-20

Feb. 21

Feb. 23

Over break, watch Black Panther,
Read the Story of the Grail (pages 381
to 414)

First draft of Analytical Paper
1 due on the 19 at midnight
Note:

Mandatory student-teacher
conference to discuss paper
(week February 20-27)

February Break

Read The Superhero Reader: Paint
Them Black
Read The Story of the Grail (pages
415 to 440 (finish the last sentence of
page 440, of course)

Blog 4

Discuss Black Panther, and its possible
inspirations.

Read The Story of the Grail (pages
441 to 466, stop at the end of the first
paragraph—the one that ends with
‘My noble lord, I fear that this knight
is dead, for he can no longer hear

anything.’)

Peer review of Paper 1
Wiki for the volunteers.

Discuss Perceval and Gawain
Discuss medieval court society
(tourneys for example, and why Troyes
included those details).




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

Feb. 26

Feb. 28

Finish the Story of the Grail

Final draft of Academic Paper
1 due (to complete go to
Assignments>Academic

papers>Paper 1 Final)

Discuss the ending of the story of
Perceval.

Read: Equitan or Bisclarvet from the
Lais of Marie de France (online on
Blackboard).

Reading Reaction 2
(Go to Assignments>Reading
reactions>Reading reaction 2
to complete)

Discuss medieval lays and their
educational values.
What do you think of gender roles in
Equitan? How is the adulterous man
represented?




TO READ

March 2

March 5

March 7

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

Read Victor Turner The Forest of
Symbols in Contemporary Myths
(under Myth Reader in Blackboard);
Read the article under The Woman a
Hero in Campbell, in Feminist critics

of Campbell on Blackboard.

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

Outline of your 2nd Analytical
Paper (email by midnight)

IN CLASS WE WILL...

Discuss these new view points on
Campbell's work and the hero.

Read Letters to the English from Joan
of Arc, and Trial transcripts (online, I
will explain where to find them in
class, and send an announcement on
February 28);

Blog 5

Discuss heroes of history, and
nationalism in representing them.

Watch Professor Marston and the
Wonder Women (online on ereserves,
warning, this movie contains quite a

fair bit of nudity);
Read Rise of the Superhero, the two
pages on Codifying Comics, pages
48-49.

Wiki for volunteers

Discuss the notion of Goddess in the
hero’s journey, how Campbell can be
corrected.




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

Watch Wonder Woman online on
ereserves and read the very first
comic book of Wonder Woman by
creator William Marston (pen-name

Discuss how the previous articles
criticizing Campbell might apply to
Wonder Woman, and what is the
difference between the Golden Age

MBS Charles Moulton, see online link in [HeEion Hyper s Wonder Woman and the 2017 film on its
the Superhero tab). creators. We will also discuss how the
Read Rise of the Superhero, pages 8 genre of Pulp Fictions might have
to 20. influenced/been influenced by comics.
Read Bob Morane, The Dinosaur  S¢cond paper draft due Sunday
Hunters, pages 7 to 19 (chapters 1 and March 12. at midnight
2), Peer-review paper 2 Discuss the genre of pulp fiction, and its
1\YEVS WP Read Rise of the Superhero, pages 24 (complete by March 13) relationship to comics such as Wonder
to 47 (the parts on World War II and Woman.
Nationalism, and science in comic
books).
G O Hu;.ners, chapter Discuss the theme of the damsel in
3 to 5; Watch The Vampires, episode 6 .
March 14 : . i Blog 6 distress versus the seductress, and
and one episode of Perils of Pauline .
. . stereotypes of masculinity
(online under Pulp Fiction)
Discuss the idea of gender and
March 16 Read: Gender, under Gender Theory Wiki for volunteers performance, and how that can be

on Blackboard

applied to superhero costumes, and
heroes tropes.




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

March 19

March 21

March 23

March 26

Read The Dinosaur Hunters chapters
6t09;

Read: The Dinosaur Hunters, chapters
10 to 13

Blog 7

Discuss Bob Morane, and the tropes of
pulp fictions.

Discuss the influence of pulp fiction on
our culture today (see Quentin
Tarantino)

Read The Dinosaur Hunters, chapters
14 to 16.

Outline of essay 3 due at
midnight

Same as above: continue discussion on
pulp fictions. In class, I will bring a
couple of scenes from a classic on
hypermasculinity, Starship Troopers,
and we will analyze how they relate to
Dinosaur Hunters and Bob Morane’s
figure.

Read The Dinosaur Hunters, chapter
18 to the end
Watch: Hidden Figures (online).
Facultative: Read Hidden Figures
Light Up Screen
Black Women Who Helped America
Win the Space Race (on Blackboard).

Final draft of second analytical
paper (final page count: 5-6
pages)

Discuss the position of black women in
cinema (see Nichelle Nichols’ position
on Star Trek, and how it is linked with
the women discussed in Hidden
Figures), and the trope of the White
Hero (pay attention to the scene in
which Kevin Costner destroys the
bathroom sign).




TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

March 28

March 30

March 31-
April 8

April 9

Watch Buffy the Vampire Slayer
episode 1, season 1; episode 12, season
5; episode Chosen in the last season.

Discuss the place of reading in Buffy,
and why it is so unique, discuss the idea
of femininity described in the speeches
Bufty makes, and talk about

Read Buffy the Vampire Slayer and Blog 8 masculinity in Buffy (we will see a
Research as a Public Good (On short scene from the episode Teacher’s
Blackboard). Pet, to compound that discussion)
Student-teacher conference (mandatory)
Watch Thor: Ragnarék. First Draft of Paper 3 Discuss the s1m11ar1.tles between the
movie
During the break: read one of the .
essays in Hermione Granger Saves Peer Review to complete over
4 & the break BREAK
the World X
Reaction 4
Watch Harry Potter and the Deathly During the classes on Harry Potter, we
Hallows I; Read: Hermione as a Blog 9 will discuss the similarities between
Scholar by Li Cornfeld (online on Wiki for volunteers of this Arthurian Romances and HP, and how
Blackboard in the Heroes of Fantasy week HP works as a satyre of school, as

tab)

Buffy did.




TO READ
TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

Watch Harry Potter and the Deathly
Hallows 1. Read The Harry Potter
Stories and French Arthurian
Romance (in Harry Potter under the
Heroes of Fantasy Tab)

April 11

Outline of essay 4 due at
midnight

Read Silver Surfer: Parable by
Moebius, and Ultimate Comics:
Spider-man Volume 1, first issue.

Read The Superhero Reader:
Introduction, pages XI to XVII (go to
the end of that first paragraph that
starts on page XVI, and which
discusses the importance of
Watchmen)

April 13

Essay 3 Final Draft due at
midnight

Watch The Dark Knight;
Read Rise of the Superhero pages 50
to 59.

April 16

First draft of essay 4

Discuss the parallel between Harry
Potter and the Arthurian Romances we
read at the beginning of the semester.

With this class, we will start discussing
the superhero, and how it is inserted in
the mythologies we have studied.

Discuss the place of the trickster in
Batman, and how it links to Loki’s
figure. Revise our definition of what a
superhero is. In class we will see a
couple of scene from Adam West’
Batman, to see how different it is from
the serious tone The Dark Knight strikes.



TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

April 18

April 20

April 23

Watch Avengers
Read Rise of the Superhero, “Why So
Serious?” Pages 62 to 71.

Wiki for volunteers
Peer Review Essay 4

Read Fighting the Battles We Never
Could: "The Avengers" and Post-
September 11 American Political

Identities Blog 10
Read Rise of the Superhero, “Era of
Excess” from page 74 to 85.
Read Th ic Book H
ead The Great Comic Book Heroes Final Draft Essay 4

and The Great Women Superheroes

Discuss how Frank Miller’s Batman
functions as a collection of myths in one
place, Loki’s new figure in Avengers.
Discuss how Guardians of the Galaxy
has marked a new turning point for
comics: is the time for ultra dark
Batman-like comics over?

In many ways, the gloom of the post
9/11 period was echoed in comics even
before 9/11 happened: in class we will

discuss the almost crash of comics in the

1990s, two the 9/11 period marked a
turning point, and what 9/11 changed in

comic books.

Discuss the Bechdel test, and
representations of femininity and
masculinity in comic books—how do
they relate to Campbell’s work or not?



TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

April 25

April 27

April 30

Read Rise of the Superhero, pages 85
to 94 (to the end)
Read Ms Marvel, comic book.

Blog 11

No Readings: Class Presentations

First draft creative writing 1

No Readings: Class Presentations

Peer Review of creative
writing 1

Discuss women of color in comic books.
We will take a particular interest in
Storm, since her character corresponds
particularly to the idea of the Goddess as
a heroic power hinted at by Campbell,
but only really developed by his critics.
We will also discuss Ms Marvel, and
ethnicity/race in comics (Sam Wilson as
a Mexican-American rather than
African-American character, substituting
ethnicities in adaptation, and how we
can talk about it—see “Hermione is
white” story)

Listen to your classmates presentations



TO READ

TO WATCH FOR THIS DAY

WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

IN CLASS WE WILL...

May 2

May 4

May 7

May 9

No Readings: Class Presentations

Wiki for the volunteers

No Readings: Class Presentations

Wiki for the volunteers

No Readings: Class Presentations

Final Draft of Creative
Writing 1

Last Class: Watch The Iroquois
Creation Story

ask questions, be active in discussions.

Listen to your classmates presentations
ask questions, be active in discussions

TBA
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Victors, Villains and

About this class:

“Perhaps everybody has a garden of Eden, I don't know...Then, perhaps, life only offers the choice of
remembering the garden or forgetting it...People who remember court madness through pain, ...people
who forgcl court another kind of madness, the madness of the denial of the pain and the hatred of
innocence; and the world is mostly divided between madmen who remember and madmen who forget.
Heroes are rare.”

James Baldwin

What makes a hero? How are their stories told? Are they descriptions of history, or just
figments of our anxious prodding into the abyss of the world? Between myths and history,
we will study this semester various types of hero, and learn how theoretical works define
heroic stories and analyze their place in literature. From heroes of epic tales culled from
various cultures, to superheroes of the 21st century, we will explore various examples, and
try to find a common thread in how their myths are exposed, and what purpose they serve.
We will use the intersecting tools of anthropology, gender studies, and linguistics to study
the role of gender, sex, race and class in these stories. The class will mostly follow a
chronological approach, starting from the Middle Ages, and moving onto the modern era for
most of the semester, but we will occasionally jump between medieval texts and
contemporary popular culture to study the influence of the former on the latter. The class
will study five big types of heroes, occasionally veering into the figure of the villain: the epic
and godly hero; the historical hero; the hero of pulp fiction; the hero of fantasy; and finally,
the superhero.


mailto:acsieffert@cornell.edu
mailto:acsieffert@cornell.edu

Textbooks to Buy:

Mandatory (* denotes books available at the bookstore):
*Chretien de Troyes. Arthurian Romances, Penguin. ISBN: 9780140445213
*Snorri Sturluson. The Prose Edda, Penguin. ISBN: 9780140447552
The MLA Handbook Manual Eighth Edition

All other material will be posted online on Blackboard
*Note: online texts should be printed or bring them on vyour tablet, for reference, except
for comic books and visual material (Life Magazine included): they will not look great
printed in black and white.

Facultative:

& Eva Thury and Margaret Devinney, Introduction to Mythology, Contemporary Approaches to

Classical and World Myth. New York: Oxford University Press, 2017.

& Life Magazine, “Rise of the Superhero” (this one should be in stores only until February 9,

so if you want it, make sure you get it it quickly).
Alan Moore. Watchmen.

I In addition to the readings above, the class will also include visual material. Most of this _‘

1 will be available online, through the e-reserve system, but I will ask you to go watch Black |

I Panther when it is released in February. It looks like it will be hard to see it immediately
- as most of the tickets for the first week have been sold out already, but I would like you §
& to see it by the end of the month. If you have a demonstrated financial need, let me ?.

% know, and we will try to find a way to get Cornell to help.

£ mandatory books, I ask that you buy the paperback edition, which is why I have willingly §
' chosen the cheapest editions available. For the facultative material, some of the books ¢

For some of the books above, there are Kindle or e-readers editions. For the two |

have e-readers editions that might be cheaper, especially if you do not have Amazon 4-

¢ Prime. Introduction to Mythology is also available for rent on Amazon, if you are curious |

The MLA’s handbook is sold online, on their website, and on Amazon. Other classes use "f

it, so it will probably be also available at the bookstore.

" about it, but do not want to buy it. I do recommend it, as it is very useful and interesting
¢ to read, but the parts we will need in class will be posted online.



Assignments:

DOs and DO NOTs (or my pet peeves):

Do: cite short quotes from the text; be on time; double-space; read your material.

Do NOT: misattribute citations, or use long ones to make up for your lack of work; be more than 15
minutes late; use also at the beginning of sentences, finish them with adverbs.



The long story (how this class works):

First, a warning: some of the material we will
study is PG-13 to NC-17, and contains mentions
of violence—if that is something you are
sensitive to, I will do my best to let you know
ahead of time, come and see me to talk about it

after the first session.

How the week will go: Every week you will be
assigned readings in this class, and I expect you to do
them, and take notes while you read.

Depending on the week, you might be asked to do
one or two short blog entries about the reading, a
reading response, or a paper, or participate in the
wiki. Please refer to the calendar (it will be updated
shortly after the beginning of the semester, and I will
put all the assignments’ dates for the entire semester
under Course Info).

I expect every one of these to be yours, and timely.
(see aside “About Me”). We will also do in-class
writing workshops and exercises—and acquiring the
Modern Language Association handbook will help
with these. You will also get, on the website,
handouts with clear guidelines for each paper, under
the tab Assignments.

For each hour in class you should expect about two
hours of work. For each written assignment (and blog
posts if applicable), I will give you extensive feedback.
Read it: if I find twice the same error, I am likely to
be more impatient with it the second time around.

Please do not throw away anything you write.

;
|
\

I did my PhD in that other lvy,
Brown University, in Providence,

RI.

I work on nineteenth and
twentieth-century literature and
history, and specifically on travel
literature and colonization.

My office is in Karman Hall 142,
and I am generally there every }
day, and I will happily sit down to |
chat, preferably in the early |

afternoon.

jI collect cameras. My oldest is‘
from the 1880s, and I have over

100 of them.

Be aware that once I have set a
deadline, if you give me your
paper after that, you run the risk §

| of not getting it back until the end

of the semester, which will be a |
hindrance to your progress —your §
choice.

If you would like to learn more |

about my research and past [

| teachings, feel free to stop by at |

At the end of the semester, you will bring all your

productions together in a portfolio. The portfolio will contain: all your drafts and final versions
of every assignment, a print out of your blog posts, and your oral presentation’s material. At the
end of the semester, you will present your portfolio to me, with any modifications or
presentation format you would like to make, and assess your own progress, and decide what
you can do to make your writing even better. For formatting purposes: use the MLA handbook
(I am happy to proof-read your bibliography before you hand it in).


http://acsieffert.wordpress.com
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Intended learning outcomes (what you will learn with me):

In this class you will:

e Learn about different genres related to depictions of the hero;
e Study portraits of heroes, whether in texts or in films and other media;
e Learn the basic of their and scholarship;

e Learn how to discern the authenticity of a source or not, and what we mean by

“truthful” source;
* Learn about the intersection of race and gender in the figure of the hero;

e Write about critically in the setting of an academic paper, but also creatively when you

write your own writing, and you will fine-tune the style of your writing;

Be also advised that I really do not mind opinions that diverge from mine, as long as you
are prepared to back your work with appropriate citations from the text sustaining what
you say, and to bring secondary readings to the table to sustain an opinion rooted in the
text.

In the same spirit, padding your writing is not something I appreciate. Like John
Steinbeck, I prefer the earnest scholar to the eloquent one (see Travels with Charley). You
will learn conciseness, and clarity, in this class. Throughout the semester, I will repeat
this: for academic papers, one idea=one paragraph is my golden rule.

The main intended goal of this course is to teach you how to write academic and non-
academic writings. As such, you will have writing prompts that will require of you
critical and close readings (I am, after all, a literature and language professor!), for which
I will give you context and tips. But this class will also provide you with a general idea
of what good, researched essays look like, so that, in the future, you are prepared to be
the scholars of tomorrow, and the educated citizens any country needs. As you will soon
discover in this class, there are no standard formula for writing, except this: writing
should be a thoroughly personal and rigorous experience, and you should enjoy
yourself!

Wity graat aowars aama graat raggonsiolfittag

Definitely not Spider-Man in 1962




Fine print (the rules):

By taking this class, you abide by three codes:

1) The Academic Code of Integrity: available here, , it basically
states that plagiarism is a capital sin, and that you should do your work alone—expect when
explicitly instructed to work in groups.

2) The Campus Code of Conduct: available here,

, protects every member of the community and states that equal
access to education should be granted regardless of “race, color; creed, national origin, ethnicity, gender
(including pregnancy), sexual orientation, marital status, religion, disability, age, or ex-offender or military
status.” Basically, 1 expect you to treat each other decently, and you can expect me to treat you
equally regardless of any of the above. If you have a disability I should know about, so I can
accommodate you, please let me know: I am committed to making this class accessible to everyone.

3) My class rules: I don’t take well to bullying, in any shape or form. I also do not take well to
repeated absences, lateness, laxness in preparation, plagiarism, and I do not think Wikipedia is a
valid source. I also do not like repeating myself, so to make sure everyone reads this syllabus, there
will be a bonus point each in your class participation grade if you: give me a bibliography of every
work cited in this syllabus (and I mean every) in the MLA format; find the Harry Potter reference
hidden in the Blackboard site; find out which superhero came first.

Writing submission guidelines:

1. Times New Roman, size 12, double-spaced: my comments will be unreadable if I have to
scrawl on single-spaced pages.

2. One-inch margins all around: wider margins are not acceptable.
3. Include on the upper left hand corner my name, the semester, as well as your name and
the assignment number (and draft number if applicable). Number individual pages

(unlike the syllabus, your assignments will not be stapled, so number them).

4. Use the Modern Language Association guidelines for formatting. A Kindle version (8th
edition) is $10.

5. Your assignments will be turned in via Turnitin, to make sure you do not plagiarize your
paper—any papers previously turned in will come up as plagiarized, be warned.
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